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Summary

This paper examines student philanthropy courses through Pay it Forward (PIF), a course-based
service-learning initiative engaging college students throughout Ohio, Michigan, and Kentucky. This
study surveys 1,628 students enrolled across 111 courses and shares findings about student
demographics, previous experience with philanthropic activities, course activities, confidence in
philanthropic skills, and perception of course impact.

In recent years, student philanthropy has become the focus of programs across higher education
institutions and states (Olberding, Neikirk, & Ng, 2010). Although parents, religious life, organizational
associations, and neighborhoods can affect the ideals that lead to engagement in philanthropic behavior
(Bjorhovde, 2002; Daloz, 1998), not all students are getting these experiences. Olberding (2009) defines
student philanthropy as “an experiential learning approach that provides students with the opportunity to
study social problems and nonprofit organizations, and then make decisions about investing funds in



them” (p. 463).

This session will showcase the PIF project, a $1.4 million federally-funded initiative of Ohio, Michigan,
and Kentucky Campus Compacts that aims to develop a new generation of philanthropists through an
innovative course-based experiential learning program (Pay it Forward, 2012). Participating faculty
make the study of philanthropy a core component of the coursework and each course receives $2,000
dollars to award to nonprofit organizations in the community. The primary goal of PIF is to address
critical needs in campus communities through student-led grant making and volunteerism.

The initial findings demonstrate that after the PIF course, students feel most confident in articulating
views different from their own, participating in group decision making, establishing goals and priorities
for funds, understanding how nonprofits address societal needs, volunteering after graduation, and
believing they can make a difference in their local community. These findings will strengthen the
understanding of experiential learning courses and expand this aspect of philanthropic studies literature.
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